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Background

The North Carolina Foundations for Early Learning and
Development comprise a common set of Goals and
Developmental Indicators for children beginning at birth, and set
forth a shared vision for what children should learn and know
before they enter kindergarten.



http://nceln.fpg.unc.edu/sites/nceln.fpg.unc.edu/files/resources/NC Foundations 2013.pdf
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Instructional practices for positive
relationships (example)

Call children by name

Converse with children

Join children’s play

Use a positive, calm, and supportive tone
Ask children open-ended questions

Use alternative strategies when communicating with
children who are non-verbal, language delayed, or dual
language learners (DLL)

Engage in two-way communication with families

Communicate openly and supportively with other staff
members




A visual picture schedule




Recognizing feelings




The online course and the ‘Pyramid’

* Tier | -- universal practices that are needed to support
ALL children and promote children's

* Tier Il -- instructional practices designed to prevent
problem behaviors for SOME children who need extra

SUupp:




Eleven PD modules

* Module 1: Foundations Overview

 Module 2: Formative Assessment

* Module 3: Promoting Positive Relationships

* Module 4: Classroom Design

* Module 5: Behavior Expectations and Rules

* Module 6: Schedules and Routines

 Module 7: Directions and Feedback

* Module 8: Promoting Emotional Literacy and Empathy

* Module 9: Recognizing and Controlling Anger and
Impulses

* Module 10: Problem Solving
* Module 11: Developing Friendships



http://modules.nceln.fpg.unc.edu/node/3
http://modules.nceln.fpg.unc.edu/node/4
http://modules.nceln.fpg.unc.edu/node/5
http://modules.nceln.fpg.unc.edu/node/6
http://modules.nceln.fpg.unc.edu/node/7
http://modules.nceln.fpg.unc.edu/node/8
http://modules.nceln.fpg.unc.edu/node/9
http://modules.nceln.fpg.unc.edu/node/34
http://modules.nceln.fpg.unc.edu/node/35
http://modules.nceln.fpg.unc.edu/node/36
http://modules.nceln.fpg.unc.edu/node/37

Mapped to Foundations
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Relationship between Foundations
and NC Standard Course of Study

English Language

Arts

3rd Grade:

Recounts
stories

Older
Preschooler:
Story
sequence

5t Grade:
ldentify main
points of
stories

High School:
Analyze how
author
selected
words and
organized text
for meaning




The problem...

== Module Intro | NC Early Le... X

€ @ modules.nceln.fpg.uncedu/iep/module-intro EJ c | | . = embed code for a web video ‘ ﬁ E 2 3 _H Q | =

|2l Most Visited { | Getting Started ||| Home FPG Child Dev... | | Suggested Sites |

UNCTIM | | UNC Web Email

_* Web Slice Gallery

NC Early Learning Network
Training Modules

I

HOME FOUNDATIONS CHILD OUTCOMES IEPS FOR PRE-K TRAINER TIPS NC-ELN

Module Intro Module 1 Module 2 Module 3 Module 4

Developing Functional High-Quality IEPs
for PreK Children

Welcome to Developing Functional High Quality IEP Goals for PreK Children. This series of modules is intended for

use by professionals such as teachers, caregivers, providers and practitioners as well as families working with young

children with Individual Education Programs (IEP’s) in preschool environments and the home. Instructions for
navigating each of the modules are provided. The modules are self-directed and can be completed by individuals or
groups. Specific learner objectives related to the modules are included at the beginning of each module. All handouts
and resources, including activities and quizzes, are provided within the module and can be downloaded by the user. A

certificate of completion can be printed out as preof of successful completion at the end of each medule.

Module 1: Understanding the Connection between Preschool Principles and Practices, IEP Requirements, and




The solution...

“Face-to-face” train-the-
trainer modules with
emphasis on emotional-social

development

“Online” modules with emphasis
on emotional-social
development for the child care
and early education community




Work Groups

*Advisory Council
*Family Engagement

*Teacher Licensure
*PD/Implementation
*Early Childhood Mental Health




What we asked them to do

‘We need stakeholder expertise and input
to adapt the modules to the online format.

Content
Function

We want the Advanced Online Course in
Foundations to meet the needs of the
people who will use it.




Tasks

Review content
Absent
Erroneous
Extraneous
Pre- and Post-learning activities to nest around content
Unclear
Review function
Audio and video quality
Do the links work?
Do the right attachments appear?
Feedback
Edit documents directly
Send additional materials




The review process

1 round:

* NC Early Learning Network prepares and sends
modules

* Workgroup members review/react/revise/respond

* 3 weeks elapse — comments due back to ELN and
next set of modules prepared and sent

2"d round:

* Edits from 15t round of all 4 workgroups
incorporated in Modules Reviews of 2" round
completed

Final meeting to review and make final suggestions
Final production




Sample of document to review
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Slide 1

“ NC Early Learning Network

Welcome to today’s session on promoting positive relationships. Take just a few seconds and
_ s recall a relationship in your life that has been positive. What makes a relationship positive? What
- . — HEEE were the characteristics of the relationship that made it positive? Write down your responses on

Etfective Teacher Practices Supporting
High Cuality Supportive Environments and a sheet of paper.
Nurturing & Res ponsive Reletionships
2014

Module 3: Promoting Positive Relationships (Participants will need to pause the online module when working on this)

Now think abouta relationship that was not positive for you. What were the characteristics of the
R ' relationship thatkept it from being positive? Write down your responses on a sheet of paper.

0 (Participants will need to pause the online module when working on this)
What is the difference in the two lists?

Let’s take the opportunity to look at how important positive relationships (adult to child, child to
. child, and adultto adult) are to the development of our youngest learners. Let’s discover how we
can achieve nurturingand responsive relationshipsfor all parties within the child care and early
educationenvironment.

(NOTE: We will need to come up with consistent language— child care and early education
environment?)

‘The most important dimension of the environmentthat influences how children develop
competenciesis the quality of the relationshipsthat they have with important peoplein their
lives." Thisis a quote from Dr. Jack Shonkoff who wrote From Neurons to Neighborhoods: The

- i Science of Early Childhood Developmentin 2000 and who continues to study how children’s bra‘ins
4 Il »
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Where we are in the process

The first seven modules are
converted!

Sta

ceholder meeting to be held this

Friday with workgroup members and
additional invitees

We

got additional funding to develop

Early Childhood Mental Health
modules!




What we are learning

Need support materials to help various
orograms use the modules

PD to improve social skills and reduce
challenging behaviors can be a protective
factor for

* Reducing suspension and expulsion from
early childhood programs and

* Preventing dropout




Exciting things are happening!

Cross-sector participation in
professional development activities

Hearing voices we may not have
heard without this funding!

The mental health connection

Policy implications




Let’s take a look at a draft
module!

Module 3-Positive Relationships:
http://unc-fpg-
cdi.adobeconnect.com/m3cw/



http://unc-fpg-cdi.adobeconnect.com/m3cw/

